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English 11R

Ms. Wrisley 2021-2022

New York State Common Core Learning Standards for ELA and Literacy 
1. Reading for Informational and Literary Texts
2. College and Career Readiness

3. Writing Beyond the Text

4. Speaking and Listening

Overview: The eleventh-grade year is a benchmark year. This year you will take the New York State Regents Exam and possibly the Scholastic Aptitude Test (S.A.T.), a college admissions assessment. We will focus on cultivating the skills needed to do well on both tests and beyond high school.
Reading: Class reading will cover an array fiction and non-fiction. However, we will read a variety of novels, short stories, poetry, and prose. Some of the titles you can look forward to are: Macbeth, Hamlet, Fahrenheit 451, The Pearl, Of Mice and Men, and Night. Although we will focus a considerable amount of time on American authors, we will examine a range of eras in literature possibly to include: Old/Middle English, the Renaissance, the Age of Reason, Romanticism, Victorianism, Transcendentalism, Realism/Naturalism, and the Modern/Contemporary Era. Some of the authors we may explore include: Washington Irving, William Shakespeare, Jonathan Swift, Percy Shelley, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Edgar Allen Poe, Kate Chopin, John Steinbeck, and Ray Bradbury. 
We will practice basic reading comprehension (summarizing and stating facts) as well synthesis, evaluation, and vocabulary enrichment. Ultimately, however, we strive to look beyond text. Our goal is to explore culture and human behavior through multiple perspectives. In doing so, we are able to peel back the layers of the work in connection with personal experience, prior knowledge, and historical context.
Writing: We will apply and sharpen essential research, organization, and presentation skills. We will utilize the key components curriculum’s rubric: Meaning, Content, Development, Organization, Conventions, and Language Use. We will write for a variety of purposes including: Argumentative, Central Idea, Literary Response, Research, and Journaling.  
Listening/ Speaking: We will apply active listening and note taking skills all year. Whether we are in class, following directions, or in a work setting, much of our success is contingent on how well we gather and present information.
“Countless careers rise or fall based on the ability or inability of an employee to state a set of facts, summarize a meeting or present an idea coherently.”

-William Zinsser, On Writing Well

