English 7 & 8 Overview:  2 Year Course – Looping
Writing
· Journaling 

· Paragraphs

· Descriptive Essay
· Character Trait Essay

· Personal Narrative 
· Persuasive Essay
· Comparison & Contrast Essay
· Poem Analysis Essay
· Values Essay

· Research
Possible Novels:
· The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
· The Girl With the White Flag by Tomika Higa
· Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick
· Woodsong by Gary Paulson

· Choosing Up Sides by John H. Ritter
· The Giver by Lois Lowry
· Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko

· Al Capone Shines My Shoes by Gennifer Choldenko
· Kids With Courage – Short non-fiction stories
· The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank
· Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes
· The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon
NYS ELA Test Preparation
· Specific focus on writing skills from paragraph to essay level – TS – CS paragraph structure
· Essay Structure – Drafting – Process Approach – Small Steps
· On Demand Writing
· Reading Comprehension Strategies – Close Reading Skills and Mark-up Strategies
· Modeling of student work
· Graphic Organizers & Short answer questions
Grammar:
· Apostrophe Usage 

· Contractions
· Homonyms

· Nouns, Verbs, Adjectives, Pronouns
· Capitalization
· Subject Verb Agreement

· Pronoun Antecedent Agreement

Grading Policy:
Grades are broken down into percentages.

· Exams/Essays/Projects = 50%

· Quizzes = 20%

· Homework = 20%

· Participation = 10%
